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Spring Semester 2013
Dr. Achim Kopp

TR 10:50-12:05
107 Knight Hall

100 Knight Hall
Telephone: 301-2761 (O); 474-6248 (H) 

Office Hours: MW 11-12, T 2-3,
E-Mail: kopp_a@mercer.edu

                      and by appointment
Web Site: http://www.mercer.edu/fll/index.html
 
Blackboard: https://bb-mercer.blackboard.com/                            

CLA 101.001: Epic, Lyric, and Tragedy

This course introduces students to three major genres of classical Greek and Roman literature. All texts are read in English translation and focus on themes such as the hero and the ancients’ view of their gods. The reading list includes some of the most prominent authors of classical literature, such as Homer, Hesiod, Sappho, Pindar, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Catullus, Horace, Vergil, Propertius, and Ovid. In reading, discussing, and writing about these texts, students engage some of the most fundamental questions of human existence and consider how these works shaped Western society. In addition to close literary interpretations and discussions, the course offers an introduction to classical mythology as well as ancient history and culture, all areas of study important to the development of the West. This course satisfies the Western Heritage requirement of the Integrative Track of the General Education program. 
Texts
Bernard Knox (ed.). The Norton Book of Classical Literature. New York: Norton, 1993.

The Homeric Hymns. Trans. Jules Cashford. New York: Penguin, 2003.

Aeschylus. Persians. Trans. Janet Lembke and C.J. Herington. New York: Oxford University Press, 1981.

Sophocles. Philoctetes. Trans. Carl Phillips. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.

Euripides. Trojan Women. Trans. Alan Shapiro. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Objectives 
By the end of this course, you will

· have been introduced to three genres of classical (Greek and Roman) literature and some major representative literary works
· have gained basic knowledge of Greco-Roman culture, history, and mythology 

· be able to apply that knowledge to your own interpretation of classical texts

· be able to discern how these ancient texts have been seminal to the development of Western civilization
· understand the ways in which our own cultural background shapes our understanding of foreign culture and literature
Instructional methodology

In this course, we will focus on the development of the three literary genres of epic, lyric, and tragedy in the classical period and their role in the formation of Western civilization. Roughly the first half of the semester will be devoted to Greek literature, the second to Roman literature. All texts will be read in English translation; although we will discuss some linguistic issues, no knowledge of either Greek or Latin is required.

You will be asked to read and prepare an extensive passage for every class meeting. As you allot time for your reading, please bear in mind that ancient literary texts are difficult to read and require time and devotion. Please do not take this class unless you can honestly commit yourself to reading all the assigned texts in a careful and timely fashion. It makes little sense to try to “survive” in a literature class without actually reading the texts. To help you prepare meaningful contributions to class discussion, you will find a list of guiding questions for each assigned text on Blackboard. You can access our course at https://bb-mercer.blackboard.com/. Please find the link to the question sheets on the course homepage, print out your own copy of each assigned sheet, and bring it to class with your written responses.
Although the literary works are the major basis of lectures and discussions, we will also use videos as well as film and audio clips to engage topics of ancient epic, lyric, and tragedy. 

Evaluation

Quizzes










15 %

Classroom performance






25 %

Written homework assignments




10 %

Oral presentation








10 %

Term paper









20 %

Final exam









20 %

All quizzes will be announced in the preceding class meeting. Three times this semester you will receive a grade for your performance in the classroom. Each grade reflects your work and contributions over a number of weeks. Provisional dates are the end of the fourth week, the week before spring break, and the final week (see tentative class schedule). Students succeeding in this area will be prepared for every class (i.e., have read the assigned texts carefully and bring a completed question sheet to class), make meaningful contributions to our class activities (plenary as well as group work), and ask relevant questions pertaining to the material.

At least twice this semester you will be asked to hand in a typed page or so with your answers to selected questions on the texts. These written homework assignments will be graded for content (75%) as well as style and linguistic correctness (25%). I also reserve the right to collect your question sheets periodically and unannounced, and to assign a grade for your preparatory discussion notes.
Individuals or pairs of students will regularly prepare brief presentations on special topics, such as the biography of an author or historical and cultural background information. Please see the tentative schedule for topics. It is your responsibility to sign up for at least one presentation, either individually or together with another student in the class. Students who fail to give an oral presentation before the end of the semester will receive a zero in that category. Your presentation should be a free delivery (i.e., not read out word by word) and about ten minutes in length. For each presentation, you are asked to prepare a handout (giving the title of your talk, your name, the sources you used, and an overview of the contents).

In the second part of the semester, you will select a topic of your interest from the area of classical epic, lyric, and tragedy and do extensive research. You will have the opportunity of presenting your ideas orally to the instructor and receiving feedback. You will then produce a four-to-six-page term paper (not counting title page and bibliography), following the MLA guidelines. You should quote at least two works of secondary literature. You should draw information from published printed scholarly books or articles. If you choose to rely on materials published on the Internet, it is your responsibility to scrutinize them for academic quality and accuracy. To avoid plagiarism, you must acknowledge all ideas that are not your own, no matter whether you quote your source verbatim, paraphrase, or summarize. The deadline for the paper is Thursday, April 25, 2013.

The final exam will consist of an in-class multiple-choice test. I will give you more details as we approach the end of the term.

Students receiving failing grades during this course or students having trouble with any aspect of this class are encouraged to meet with me, either during regular office hours or by appointment.

Course policies

Prerequisite:    None

Requirements:
Meticulous preparation of assigned texts

Regular and timely completion of homework assignments


Active participation


Some teamwork

Attendance:
You are expected to attend each class session and to contribute constructively to classroom activities. Should you miss more than three class sessions for any reason, one point will be deducted from your total average for each session missed. Under no circumstances will you receive a passing grade for this course if you miss more than fifty percent of the class meetings. Since there will be no class on BEAR Day (April 11), you are required to attend at least one academic event that day. Ideally, you would choose to participate in BEAR Day by presenting your term paper topic at the Undergraduate Research Conference. However, I will also accept forms of passive participation. Details and instructions for verification of attendance will be given in class.
Late exams and assignments: All exams and assignments are due when indicated. Late submission of homework and make-up tests and quizzes will only be allowed at the discretion of the instructor for cases of duly documented personal or family emergency. Except for cases of prolonged illness, make-up tests or quizzes must be taken before the class meeting at which I return the original exams to the class. If you miss a test or quiz, it is your responsibility to contact me immediately and set up a date for a make-up exam. I reserve the right to take five points off the score for every day past the original exam date or deadline. There will be no extra credit work or rewrites. The final exam must be taken at its designated time (see tentative schedule).

Grading scale:
90-100        A                                        70-75          C





86-89          B+                                      66-69          D





80-85          B                                         0-65           F





76-79          C+

Honor code: The honor code will be firmly followed. While you are encouraged to work and study together with other students or with tutors, all written work that you submit must be your own. Please refer to the Lair (student handbook; see at http://studentaffairs.mercer.edu/studentaffairs/resources/upload/Lair-11-12-FINAL-with-revisions-2.pdf) for details regarding violations of the honor system.

Accommodation of disability: Students requiring accommodations for a disability should inform the instructor at the close of the first class meeting or as soon as possible. The instructor will refer you to the Disability Support Services Coordinator to document your disability, determine eligibility for accommodations under the ADAAA/Section 504 and to request a Faculty Accommodation Form. Disability accommodations or status will not be indicated on academic transcripts. In order to receive accommodations in a class, students with sensory, learning, psychological, physical or medical disabilities must provide their instructor with a Faculty Accommodation Form to sign. Students must return the signed form to the Disability Services Coordinator. A new form must be requested each semester. Students with a history of a disability, perceived as having a disability or with a current disability who do not wish to use academic accommodations are also strongly encouraged to register with the Disability Services Coordinator and request a Faculty Accommodation Form each semester. For further information, please contact Carole Burrowbridge, Disability Services Coordinator, at 301-2778 or visit the Disability Support Services website at http://www.mercer.edu/studentaffairs/disabilityservices.

Electronic submission rule: Students bear sole responsibility for ensuring that papers or assignments submitted electronically to a professor are received in a timely manner and in the electronic format(s) specified by the professor. Students are therefore obliged to have their e-mail client issue a receipt verifying that the document has been received. Students are also strongly advised to retain a copy of the dated submission on a separate disk. Faculty members are encouraged, but not required, to acknowledge receipt of the assignment.

Cell phone usage:
Out of courtesy for all those participating in the learning experience, all cell phones and pagers must be turned off before entering any classroom, lab, or formal academic or performance event.

End-of-semester course evaluation: In an ongoing effort to improve the quality of instruction, each student enrolled in this course is required to complete an end-of-semester course evaluation, to be administered during the last week of class. Students failing to submit the evaluation by Friday, April 26, 2013, will be assigned the grade of “Incomplete,” which will automatically turn into an “F” if the evaluation is not submitted by the midterm of fall semester 2013.  

Tentative class schedule

January
8
T
Course introduction; epic, lyric, and tragedy

10
R
Homeric Hymns (Presentation: Olympian gods)  

12
Sat.
Last day to drop the course


15
T
Iliad I, VI (Presentations: Homer; Summary of Iliad II-VI) 


17
R
Iliad IX, XXI (Presentations: Summary of Iliad VII+VIII; X-XIII; XIV-XVII; XVIII-XX)


22
T
Iliad XXIV; Lecture on the archaeology of Troy (Presentation: Summary of Iliad XXII+XXIII) 


24
R
Odyssey I, V, VI (Presentation: Summary of Odyssey I-IV)


29
T
Odyssey IX (Presentation: Summary of Odyssey VI-VIII) 


31
R
Odyssey X, XI, XII, XXIII (Presentations: Summary of Odyssey XIII-




XVI; XVII-XX; XXI-XXIV); grade 1 for classroom performance


February
5
T
Hesiod (Presentation: Hesiod)


7
R
Sappho (Presentations: Sappho; Women in ancient Greece)

12
T
Pindar (Presentations: Pindar; The ancient Olympic Games)

14
R
Aeschylus, Persians (Presentation: Aeschylus)

19
T
Aeschylus, Persians; from: Herodotus (Presentation: Greece in the fifth 



century BC)

21
R
Sophocles, Philoctetes (Presentation: Sophocles)

26
T
Sophocles, Philoctetes; from: Thucydides (Presentation: Ancient Greek Theater: architecture and archaeological remains)

28
R
Euripides, Trojan Women (Presentation: Euripides); grade 2 for classroom performance
March
5
T
Euripides, Trojan Women; from: Aristotle, Poetics (Presentation: 



Ancient Theater: festivals, choregos, actors, masks, costumes, music)


7
R
Callimachus (Presentation: Callimachus)


11-15
[Spring Break]

19
T
Apollonius Rhodius (Presentation: Apollonius Rhodius)
21
R
Catullus (Presentation: Catullus); last day of course withdrawal

26
T
Catullus; Horace (Presentations: Horace; Epicureanism and Stoicism)

28
R
Horace (Presentations: Roman history up to the death of Julius Caesar; Turkey travel I)
April
2
T
Vergil, Aeneid (Presentations: Vergil; Turkey travel II)

4
R
Vergil, Aeneid (Presentations: Roman history from the death of Julius 




Caesar; Turkey travel III)
9
T
Vergil, Aeneid; from: Livy (Presentations: Myths around the founding 


of Rome; Turkey travel IV)


11
R
[BEAR Day]

16
T
Propertius (Presentation: Propertius)


18
R
Ovid (Presentation: Ovid) 


23
T
Ovid (Presentation: The afterlife of Ovid’s Metamorphoses)

25
R
Review and conclusion; term paper due; grade 3 for classroom  

                                       
performance

30
T
Final exam (2:00 pm)

